
Harry Butcher 
 

29/10/2016 
 

Private Harry Butcher 

12609 6
th

 Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment 

 

On Saturday November 18
th

 1916 the Hants and Berks Gazette reported: 

Roll of Honour News was received this week of the death of Pte. Harry Butcher, Wiltshire Regiment, 

of Overton. He was one of four brothers all serving their country and was a most promising young 

soldier, having of late acted in the dangerous role of messenger between the front trenches and the 

rear. On the night of 4th Nov. he was out with his brother Ted when a shell burst close to them, killing 

him on the spot but leaving his brother uninjured. The deepest sympathy is felt with the bereaved 

relatives. He was 22 years of age.  

 

Harry died on 4
th

 November 1916. The 6
th

 Battalion was serving near Aveluy and the War diary 

records them being in the trenches from 3
rd

 to 5
th
. Presumably Harry is one of the 13 ‘Other Ranks’ 

killed in this period. Aveluy village is immediately north of Albert. It was held by Commonwealth 

forces from July 1915 to March 1918. It was lost during the German advance in March 1918 but 

retaken at the end of August.  
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Harry Butcher is commemorated on the Thiepval memorial for men killed during the Battle of the 

Somme with no known grave, reference Pier and Face 13A.  
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These photographs taken in 2016 show the Thiepval memorial and poppies and crosses planted on a 

nearby bank to mark the 100
th
 anniversary of the Battle of the Somme. 
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Harry’s medal record shows him Killed in Action in France, having first served  there on 19
th

 July 

1915.  

Medals awarded to Harry Butcher were the Victory, British and 15 Star. 
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