THINGS WE COULDN’T DO OR HAD TO DO DIFFERENTLY

Visiting family and friends

Coffee with a friend

Friday 13 March 2020 — In the morning | have coffee with a friend. Of course, we discuss the pandemic —it’s all over
the news, but it’s not really impacting us is it? That evening | have dinner with two old school friends. | hardly ever
do things like this. I won’t again for the longest time. Not that | knew that then. I’'m so glad now that | went. |
didn’t know what a long time it would be before | could again.

Helen Noble

Coming out of hospital

| came out of hospital on Lockdown Day and vividly remember the glorious spring weather on the way home. My son
was working from home so it was just as easy to work from here and keep an eye on me for several weeks. He took
over the cooking and | ate a lot of very hot and spicey food, not always to my taste. He fried sausages in my milk
saucepan and his ‘home dyed’ yellow trousers made a mockery of my ‘whites’ wash.

The weather continued mostly fine and when my daughter-in-law brought lunch we were often able to eat in the
garden. Weeds flourished as | was not able to do gardening. | phoned friends and wrote letters and cards to all and
sundry.

My other son, who lives on Somerset, was not able to visit with his wife but he phoned me every evening and still
manages a few minutes most days. | was not able to see my grown-up grandsons or their mother for months and |

missed the village chit-chat with friends at the Tuesday coffee mornings at St Mary’s Hall.

Leo, my elderly cat, has been my reason to get up in the mornings and he has kept the rodent population under control.
Bird-watching has kept us both occupied.

Life has moved on and it’s now lovely to have visits from friends and family.

One grandson has got married and the other has moved to the north of England to be close to all his family.

We are the lucky ones.

Vivienne Brown

Not visiting 93 year old grandmother

Saturday 14 March 2020 — | was supposed to visit my 93 year old grandmother today. It’s a 2 hour drive away. | was
supposed to meet my sister there and we were going to take her out for afternoon tea. We cancel it just in case —
what if we unknowingly had ‘Corona Virus’ and passed it on to her (we are both teachers so have a lot of contact with
others). We’d never forgive ourselves. Anyway, it won’t be long until the ‘Corona Virus’ thing passes. Maybe we can
take her out at Easter instead or over the summer. If I had known then that it would be 18 months until | would see
her again, I think | would have gone anyway. But I didn’t know. None of us knew.

Helen Noble



Hello through the windows

Rainbows were everywhere and they formed a big part of the first lockdown and its home schooling /
keeping the children occupied!

We kept in touch with neighbours by chatting over our
shared garden wall, whilst keeping sensible distance.
Thank goodness for our gardens.




We used to use our daily exercise to walk / scoot to our
friends’ house to say hello through the window - the kids
quickly accepted we could not have any contact with
anyone outside our household. But there were some
magical moments when they ‘touched’ hands through the
window glass. Heart-melting moments.

Sarah Warriss-Simmons

Not being able to visit relatives hor them come to us nor able to visit friends in care homes

This was perhaps the most soul wrenching aspect of the pandemic so long as one remained healthy and
had access to a garden or nearby open space. Visits to friends and relatives had for many people become
a fairly routine aspect of life but this was turned upside down by the pandemic. Only bubbles of people
were allowed to meet so normal family gatherings or those with friends disappeared from the family’s social
calendar. There were phone calls that could be made, zoom, skype and facetime meetings set up but for
those living alone with callers getting no further than two metres away from the front door it was a
miserable time especially for those not savvy with IT options. The mental impact of this enforced isolation
has and will continue to have for many years to come a devastating effect on people’s well being. Writing
in August 2021 it is now 18 months since | have been able to visit a friend in the local care home in Sprents
Lane. They are now beginning to offer a booking service to see patients but it's not the same as just
popping in for a ten minutes natter.

Brian Langer

Living with my Nan

Covid has been a terrible time for me. | missed out on my 18th birthday with my family and | know in the grand
scheme of things | shouldn’t complain about it but | can still be upset. | can be upset that | didn’t see my mum on my
18th birthday and that instead my grandad was in hospital with covid. | lived with my nan over the covid lockdowns
and we looked after each other but | honestly don’t know what | would have done if she caught it and ended up in
hospital with my grandad. | was terrified of getting it or more importantly her. With all the news saying it’s everyone
my age going around with it | was quite literally terrified to do the weekly shop for my nan. But | did. | hugged her
when we got the phone call about my grandad with covid, | cooked her a meal every night, went on a walk everyday
with her to take her mind off her husband. Even still, | thanked her at the end because it was her that brought
through the little rays of sunshine. She could see from my point of view the way | hadn’t been out to the pub or the
clubs like a normal 18 year old and instead gave me our own little club. Living with such a big age gap you would
think it would have been hard but no. There were some language barriers with expressions but all in all we were
happy. We managed to be happy inside, we managed because we had to.

Mollie



Supplying needs

| had many helpers locally who supplied any needs brought to the door. Most of the time | used
the Co Op. and the Spar also the local Pharmacy. There was a good break in July, so | went with
my daughter for 5 days to a friends Cottage in Norfolk, there was a local bubble for greeting and
meeting at times. But the weekly Zoom meetings with Church friends, and St. Mary's Website
were all a real Blessing.

Ken Bell

Schooling

From a teacher

Wednesday 18 March 2020 — The government announces that schools will close on Friday.

massively. On the other hand, | am very nervous about this virus. To be honest I've always been a bit of a
germ-a-phobe, so living through this pandemic is not going to be easy! At least if we’re all at home then |
know we’re safe. And anyway, it’s not likely to be for long. It’s the Easter holidays in two weeks. Word on
the street is that we’ll be in this ‘lockdown’ thing for those two weeks and maybe the two weeks of the
Easter holidays and then we can all go back to normal. We were so naive.

Thursday 19 March 2020 — My last day teaching. | cried most of the way home. This suddenly feels big and

real. What is happening??? So many uncertainties.

Friday 20 March 2020 — Take the kids to school. Collect them from school. Chat to other parents on the
school run. Kind of feels like a normal day. Today is not a normal day. Little did we know that this was

my daughter’s last ever day of primary school — she is in year 6 and due to start secondary school in
September. We thought she would be going back again in a few weeks. She didn’t. We didn’t know.

Monday 23 March 2020 — LOCKDOWN.

Home-schooling - |am a teacher, | am supposed to know how to teach. But | don’t. My brainisin a fog. |

teach secondary pupils; my children are in primary school. | don’t know what a conjugated fronted adverbial
is, | don’t know about photosynthesis, and | certainly can’t keep up with ‘PE with Joe’! We try to be
organised. We have a ‘workspace’ (but this is the dining room table so has to be packed away every day).
We make a timetable —it’s not great and we have to
adjust it every few weeks as we learn what works
and what doesn’t. Every day is the same. Get up,
everyone at the table by 9am. Me trying to work
from home, the children trying to do their
schoolwork whilst kicking each other under the
table and constantly demanding snacks. My
husband upstairs in the home office on conference
calls all day —we must keep quiet so as not to disturb
him. Constant feeling of failing — failing my children
whilst | try to work, failing my work when | try to
help my children.

Helen Noble




Overton CE Primary School

By the time it happened, the closure of the school to all pupils, except for the children of key workers and a selection
of others, felt long overdue. In consultation with Mrs Wyeth, the Head Teacher, we had been hoping for it at least 2
weeks previously as staff, parents and pupils became more and more anxious about the rising infection and death
rates across the country. Both staff and parent worries centred around families wising to protect their elderly and
more vulnerable members and fears that the NHS would be overwhelmed. Many parents (me included) were
already keeping their children out of school.

So, when it happened, the closure of the school felt like a huge relief. Mrs Wyeth and her staff had already been
preparing for change — preparing the building for a different way of operating and preparing for the use of online
and remote teaching methods.

With the school being closed to most people, governors were not able carry out their usual monitoring visits and all
meetings moved online via Zoom. Mrs Wyeth was very thorough with regular email updates to all governors, noting
processes, procedures, risk assessments, pupil and staff well-being, additional costs for hand sanitiser etc, but it all
felt very remote. Of course, the lives of governors had also changed with everyone working from home, so
everything was unusual and ureal.

Overton was very quiet throughout the first lock-down period. We only ventured out of our houses for our daily
hour of exercise and for essential shopping.

As governors, we kept in touch with each other by email and did our best to fulfil our statutory duties and more
importantly to support Mrs Wyeth and her staff — who were in turn doing their best to support our pupils and
families. On one sunny afternoon | delivered a large box of cakes and pastries to the school to thank the staff for
their on-going efforts. | did this on behalf of the governors, but | am happy to say that Café Pueblo provided
everything free of charge, so it felt more like a thank you from the community.

We like to think that we did our best in an unprecedented situation where at times just being alive felt like a
triumph. The community was very supportive — providing food and volunteers where necessary, but with regard to
education, some children and families coped with the online / home workload better than others and it could take a
considerable time to catch everybody up.

Almost 2 years later, we still conduct all of our meetings online. It is certainly more convenient, but some feel that
online meetings are less productive. | am sure that we will return to face-to-face meetings in time.

Finally, it is interesting to note that today (January 13 2022) Overton CE Primary School has more children and staff
infected with COVID-19 and absent from school than at any other time, so the school is still very disrupted, staff,
pupils and parents are still anxious and the catch-up process becomes further elongated. It is not over yet, but
thankfully those very strange (but very necessary) days of lock-down are a thing of the past — something which |
hope we never have to experience again.

John Mitchell, Chair of Governors



Children of key workers at school

These photos represent our daughter Kitty, a child of 2 keyworkers attending school during the
pandemic

March 2020

April 2020

Sarah Hughes




My lockdown
experience

My experience in lockdown was kind of fun because | was in
school and with some of my friends and we had two amazing
teachers. But sometimes | felt a bit sad because | didn’t get to
see my best friends. And at the beginning of the lockdown the

only person | knew well in my class was my brother Edward

which made me feel happy because | was around someone |
loved. But at a rare time where | was thrilled was when we got to
see the rest of the class on video it was the best time I had in
lockdown.

My experience at home during lockdown was not great because
when | wasn’t doing school work | was very bored. All | was
doing is trying to socialize with my brothers because | couldn’t
do much as we were stuck inside. I did enjoy the work we did
and the experiments they were very fun.

This is my lockdown experience
Written by Olivia Hollis



Home Schooling, Overton Primary School children

My Experience in Lockdown!

| was worried at the start because we were all new to online
learning and it was scary hearing about the pandemic.

| didn’t enjoy the first lockdown as | didn’t get to see any of
my friends or my teacher. The second time | enjoyed the
online classes and it was good to be able to ask questions and
hear from the others in my year.

My Mum and Dad helped me if | got stuck and | was very
lucky because | had my own laptop, | know some children
aren’t as lucky.

Flynn Hutchins

LOCKDOWN
MEMORIES

Personally It did have a couple of good and bad sides. At home school
it's good because at break and lunch | can play the device I'm using,
but my dad is working and my mum was unwell. | fried to do it myself.
Seeing my friends was a downside but we did have zoom meetings
and face to face sometimes. Also when my dad had a day off and
maybe my mum felt less unwell i spent time with them, which was

nice. Also CHIRISTNUAS was not as good as normal, we couldn't
have x-mas dinner.

Lockdown 2 was not as bad, x-mas was better, and school.
Lockdown wasnt too hard.
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My personal opinion on the lockdown, |
liked how we woke up at 8:00 and
could go on the online meeting in my
pajamas! Though, a con is that
sometimes | didn’t understand some of
the work and | couldn’t just put my
hand up to ask for help, and it was
even worse when my family didn’t
understand it. When | went onto
google classrooms to ask for help, it
would take much longer for anyone to
answer my question. A pro was that on
Fridays we would finish earlier than
normal.

T okl S s B
Plestig \vith thers S0 Oﬁﬁ &b vos

hatl to do oM@ becamse e diden’s

hawe owuft  gpeinds o ohat aboub is abh.

So I heping  thal¢ i not a fotherloth fl




Overton School Association (OSA)

The OSA were disappointed to not hold our usual events in 2020 or 2021; end of term discos for pupils, the
spectacular fireworks night and the bustling summer fete which the whole community can enjoy. Plans for a
big band night, an Easter quiz, and a Christmas shopping event were also shelved. There were no
fundraising events or activities during the first lockdown — as with everyone we were getting to grips with
home working and home schooling.

By September 2020 when schools re-
opened the OSA committee meetings
moved from their traditional school or pub
venue on to Zoom. The annual general
meeting went virtual in this way, including
welcoming 3 new members. We then got
to thinking of events we could hold
virtually, based at home, or within pupils’
year group bubbles.

Some of the OSA Committee members on
a zoom meeting

For the autumn term and in the run up to Christmas the Usborne Book fair went online where previously
stalls for browsing would have been set up at school. It still raised an impressive amount of free books for
the school. A Christmas raffle also went online with support from local businesses providing so many
fantastic prizes.

Overton School Association
presents

| Vmgd ©
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The BIG
Christmas Raffle

Two festive looking siblings receive their winning raffle prize
voucher, at home by their Christmas tree




The end of term disco for pupils was replaced with
in-class Christmas movie night including individual
sweetie bags.

£2 —including drink & sweets
Advance booking only by 10pm Fri 11 Dec 4

Y Christmas =
3 Movie Night

Click here to bu

Thursday 17" December — Year 5
Class 11 — The Grinch (animated)
Class 12 — Home Alone,2

With the spring term mostly spent in
lockdown with home schooling we
focussed our efforts on running Easter
activities locally with activities families
could do at home or in household
bubbles. Easter cup cakes made by
local company Karina’s Cakes were
sold.

Easter Cakes Sold by Karina’s Cakes
to fundraise for the OSA



We ran an Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt with clues to find letters
hidden around the village with prizes donated by the Co-op..

The Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt clue sheets were available
(contact-free) from outside Wessex Business Solutions

One pupil participating in
the Easter Egg
Scavenger Hunt - she
has found the letter R at
the Community Centre

There was an Easter Egg Cookie baking and decorating competition
The great Qverton & with baking kits and an online video instruction by Cookery-Doodle-
B el Doo. The competition was judged by the Party Booth who provided

by the Overton winners prizes

School
Association
with

Pound coin
for scale!!!

The Great Overton Egg-Off poster for a fundraiser run by the OSA with
Cookery-Doodle-Doo.

The winning and runner-up
Great Overton Egg-Off bake
designs, for the Key Stage

1 children and the Key
Stage 2 children.

Prizes for the Great Overton
Egg-Off winners and
runners-up, with chocolate
eggs donated by the Co-op,
sweets donated by Postal
Pick ‘n’ Mix UK, and helium

-

8
ar

éljml\]tﬂ up _ ‘ 3 balloons donated by The
. " Party Booth.




During the summer term we confirmed we would be supporting the school to fundraise for a multi-use
games area. We've run child-designed gifts to coincide with Father’'s Day and each year group have done
superb self-portraits which are being printed onto tea towels.

Self-portraits for the Year Group

tHhe lic

How to enter  [Erm

Buy balloons for £3 each at: 2
: = Parenikind
Entries close at 5pm on 26" June R S

Tea Towels

In place of the summer fete we’ve run a Virtual
Balloon Race sponsored by the Party Booth. The
balloons have virtually flown over Overton
landmarks — the ducks on Bridge Street, the
Buffalo, the lollipop man, the Church, Little
Meadow... Participants have been able to track
their balloon online and once again local
businesses have been extremely generous with
their prize donations.



Balloon garland at the School’s ‘lower gate’ entrance, provided by The Party Booth, to celebrate The Party
Booth Virtual Balloon Race.

We've missed the buzz of our community events with bar, barbeque, local business stalls and dazzling
fireworks. But our virtual events have widened participation for pupils’ family and friends further afield.
Support for our activities and events during the difficult times of the pandemic has been heart-warming. We
hope to continue to be a small part of the wonderful Overton community whilst raising funds for the school.

Overton School Association




School for 17/18 year old

| think that I'm quite an extroverted person so | found the first lockdown in particular quite trying.
| missed my friends and | missed volunteering every week. Basically, | was tired of only having
my family and my cat as company. Online school was also difficult as | lacked motivation. |
managed to keep on top of most of my work but | had to keep to a strict schedule to make sure
that | didn't just mope about doing nothing. Near the end of lockdown | found it really difficult to
stay in high spirits and | was ecstatic when the rules were relaxed. This most recent lockdown
was a lot easier as | turned 18 right at the start of it so | was able to continue volunteering
throughout. I'm hoping to go to uni in September so fingers crossed that everything has been
eased nearly completely and that the teacher assessed grades do not cause me to have worse
results than | would've had had we say normal exams.

Life / Special events

Weddings

Many wedding couples hastily re-arranged their service, sometimes having to do that again as the pandemic wore
on. A number of wedding couples did still go ahead, even with minimal numbers and there was a beauty and
uniqueness to these weddings that will remain a strange highlight in the midst of such dark and difficult times. A
sense that love still wins, perhaps.

Mike and Hannah Smith married at St Mary’s Church

My partner Tom and | were due to get married on May 1st 2020. We had been together 38 years,
but after Tom had a serious illness in 2019 we decided it was finally time to make it official.
The May wedding was cancelled due to lockdown, but we managed to rearrange for 2nd October
in Winchester registry office. We always wanted a quiet wedding with just close family, but they
were in Wales and not allowed to travel. So in the end it was just ourselves and our 2 witnesses,
in torrential rain.
It was still a lovely ceremony, and we finished off with a meal in the White Hart (Overton). A day to
remember!

Gill



! Tom and Gill have lunch in the White Hart after
the wedding ceremony

Wedding Anniversaries

These were postponed or celebrated very differently from the original plans..........

Our Ruby wedding anniversary fell on 19th April 2020
which was shortly after the first Lockdown began. We
couldn't do anything really so it was very

disappointing. The only thing | felt we could do was to let
people on the street know so | made these decorations and
put them up on the front window. The little figures are
meant to represent my husband Chris and me!

Ginnie and Chris Cates

4% April 2020 was our Golden Wedding Anniversary. We booked a venue, ordered a cake from
Overton Bakery, sent out the invitations and over 40 people accepted. Lockdown came in March.
We cancelled the venue, got our cake deposit back and reset the date for October. By then
Lockdown 2 happened, everything was cancelled again and we could not meet up then either.

Adrian and Liz Lewis



Our Golden Wedding Anniversary in Lockdown
We married on April 10" 1971, a lovely sunny day in Spring.

Shortly after our 49" anniversary we began to think how we would celebrate our 50" —a
party in the garden with family and friends would be good we thought, should be nice spring
weather by then. How wrong could we be!

April 10t 2021 saw us in lockdown, only allowed a gathering of 6 people outside. So, plans
were scaled down to just inviting our three children, Katie, Jenny and Chris, for lunch in the garden.
At least the weather will be nice and springlike we thought. Wrong again! It was decidedly chilly and
rain was in the forecast.

Not to be daunted we put up a gazebo with the help of our neighbours and installed a fan
heater. Lunch went ahead as planned with all of us looking as if we were about to go on an arctic
expedition. The bubbly flowed freely and we had a great time reminiscing about family life, telling
the same old jokes etc.

Despite the change of plans it was a really good, happy and unforgettable day.

Brian and Margaret Elkins

Our Golden Wedding anniversary was rather different than expected;

We moved to Overton in 1970 the year my wife, Virginia, and | were married. We are not especially social
animals but celebrating 50 years of marriage on 6 July 2020 was not going to be forgotten by our children
even if we had no intention of having a big celebration. Then came covid lockdown 1 which was only just
beginning to loosen its clutches by mid-summer. There was no point in arranging anything elaborate as
hospitality venues were closed and only bubbles of people were allowed to meet up, primarily outside.
Regulations were forever changing and it was difficult to keep track of what was permitted and what wasn't.
June came with some relaxation in rules and with a hope that further easing would be allowed from 4 July.
So instead of a slap-up meal on the 6 my wife, our two daughters and son in law and | met up in our
garden, socially distanced, no hugs or kisses, entering by the side gate for a picnic in the back garden.
Each ‘group’ brought their own food and cutlery but despite the cloudy, cool weather we made the best of it
and had a good time. It was the first time we had been able to all meet up since Christmas 2019.

Brian and Virginia Langer



Mike the Postman was so pleased to deliver
Denis and Joyce Hobbs card from the

Queen. This was only the second time he has
delivered a 65th wedding anniversary card in
his 22 years as a Postman in Overton

Funeral arrangements

Attending a funeral by zoom (June '20) and in person (Jan '21)

The covid pandemic had forced the government to impose stringent rules on funerals, weddings and
ordinary church services which had caused much criticism from the general public. An old work colleague
died in June 2020 in her late 90s with her funeral taking place at Porchester crematorium in Hampshire.
Numbers permitted to attend meant that | could not attend and viewed the funeral by zoom. It was the best
that could be accomplished in the circumstances but attempting to determine who was there was all but
impossible as the camera was at the rear of the building focusing on the backs of people’s heads; no faces
could be seen. Another point to bear in mind if attending a zoomed funeral service is ‘do ensure one ‘s
shirt is tucked in to one’s trousers!!” It was hot day and one gent had taken off his jacket to show his shirt
hanging over his trousers but at least he didn’t have the embarrassment of being identified.

By January 2021 permitted funeral attendees had risen to 30 and | found myself having to confirm | would
be attending the funeral of another old friend who had died in Hythe Hampshire. One couldn’t dilly dally
over attending or not as if one person was unable to attend their place could be offered to someone else.
Arriving at the church in pouring rain | met a friend, fully masked as required, but we were unable to sit
together (social distancing still in operation) and had to be well separated inside the church which like so
many places operated a one-way system — in one door and out by another. No singing was permitted so
the hymns were played from recorded music. No chatting and mingling once the service was over; just out
and on your way. Not what funeral services of the past were like.

Brian Langer



Grieving families gathered quietly in St Mary’s Church only too aware of the many others who would have wanted to
be there with them if only they could. These were difficult things to observe and take on board. One felt it acutely for
those unable to give their loved ones the send-off they deserved.

James Russell, Rector

Being a new Mum

| had a baby 9 weeks before we all went into the first lockdown and subsequently spent the vast majority
of my maternity leave confined to my house with my husband and two children. From 9 weeks | lost all
direct family and friend support and at times felt totally alone. | should have been celebrating the new life
of my son, introducing him to the outside world. This feeling of isolation with a baby was further
aggravated by the cancellation of all face to face Mother and Baby groups. Luckily, locally an Overton
Facebook group and Whatsapp support group was set up for mums who had and were having babies in the
pandemic. | had never met these mums but it was a very useful way of communicating with those who
were going through a similar experience.

Some of the few times | left the house in the first lockdown was to get my son his newborn jabs, | was so
scared of myself or my son catching covid that going into the doctor’s surgery caused me a lot of anxiety. |
remember coming home from his 12 week jabs, stripping us both of our clothes at the door, putting our
clothes on a hot wash and showering us both before | would go near my husband and other son. | did not
want to leave my sons without a mother and at the time that was a real fear.

We sadly still have family and friends who have not met him. What’s more his normal social interaction has
been very different to that of his brothers in his first year. Although he was held by others for his first 8
weeks my own Mother did not hold him again until he was 6 months old. He is growing up used to the
adults outside of the house wearing masks and has limited physical interaction with others. Only time will
tell what the early impact of this will have on him.

However, | am now looking forward to the future. He has finally been baptised and will go on his first
holiday. We are also beginning to explore children’s groups, in person, together. There have also been
benefits to lockdown too. My husband has been working from home and as such has been a lot more
present in our son’s early life. For example, when he was napping as a newborn | would place himin a
bouncer in the office with my husband so he could rock him whilst on calls and without the commute he
could also join us for all our meal times during the day and have a far more active role in the daily routine
of our young children. They have a very close bond which is lovely to witness. Our family of four has very
much grown stronger as a unit. We are so much more thankful for the little things and | hope we never
lose that.

Beth Gough



Moving to Overton

We found ourselves moving to Overton four months into the Coronavirus pandemic (when it should have
been ‘all over’...) Once we’d sorted out terms and conditions with our buyers (we must have a Covid lock-
down get-out clause) and vendors (we are absolutely not having any Covid clause), found packers well
prepared to move us safely amidst the restrictions, we arrived at the end of July "20. We were not
expecting to see or get to know anyone for the next two or three months at least, till it really was ‘all over’
— but with the friendliest of neighbours we were warmly welcomed as soon as we stepped out of our door
to walk our dog! Within a couple of days we’d been advised of all the best footpaths, invited to join the
walking group, welcomed at St. Mary’s church, initiated into all the local Facebook groups, invited for tea
outside in the garden, summer drinks out in the layby round the corner — and heard about all the many
activities and events that normally go on in Overton when everything isn’t shut down!

August was Chancellor Rishi Sunak’s ‘eat out to help out” month with discounts given on meals on Monday-
Wednesdays to encourage the public to eat out with confidence again; so we made the most of sampling
most of Overton’s amazing variety of great pub and restaurant food! Later when they had to lock down
again, we enjoyed the takeaways instead.

The shops in the village re-opened during our first few weeks and it was good to see how many small
businesses were thriving there. However, a month or so later lockdown 2 happened, so apart from Co-op
and Pharmacy, baker, butcher and greengrocer, all had to shut down again. Some never reopened, but
most did; we were glad to see them well supported by village residents. We to learn the vagueries of
online shopping and home deliveries, so a visit to these friendly local shops was a real breath of fresh air!

We were keen to play a part in supporting this warm and welcoming community through Covid, but that
felt strange when we didn’t know so many people nor what were the needs. But we soon heard about
‘Overton Cares’ through church, which several members were involved in. They were always happy to
welcome additions to the volunteer rota for ‘Action Drivers’ (lifts to medical appointments) and ‘Lockdown
Larder’ (no questions asked groceries for those not eligible for the traditional Andover foodbank, due to
financial hardship caused by Covid).

In January ‘21 the vaccination programme started its national roll-out and the Basingstoke hubs were
looking for volunteers for outdoor marshalling & indoor stewarding. | joined the outdoor team as our sons
felt ‘old mum’ would be safer outside — shivering through the winds and rain was so well worth it when we
saw the gratitude & elation in people who now felt free to go outdoors, some having been shielding for 9
months — showering us with thanks as they skipped back to their cars! Occasionally | was called inside to
translate (I speak Nepalese, and they had been shy about coming forward for the vaccine particularly at
the beginning) so | had the chance to see how smoothly and professionally the whole operation was
managed inside. | felt proud to be part of it in some very small way. | was impressed that it was actually
quite hard to find a free slot to volunteer sometimes; people were so keen to play a part in supporting the
very hard working NHS staff actually delivering the vaccines. For some it also provided a welcome
opportunity to get out of the house they’d been locked down in, often with multiple adults working from
home. | only volunteered once a week; | really admired those working there day after day, in all weathers,
for months on end throughout the spring & summer of 2021, to help make the nation a safer place.

Helen Francis July 2021
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Christmas

&7 Outdoor Nativity Scene,

St Mary’s Churchyard

We had planned to visit my son for Christmas. Unfortunately the second wave of infection resulted in the
introduction of the Tier system. Although Overton was in one of the lower tiers, the rest of our family were in the
higher Tier 4, so travel was not allowed and we celebrated Christmas via Zoom. My son put most of the extra large
turkey he had ordered in the freezer and although some presents were sent by post, the remainder were finally
exchanged in May 2021 and the last of the turkey defrosted in the Summer.

Liz Lewis, Christmas 2020

The government had hoped that people would be able to enjoy Christmas as near normal as possible whilst
the virus was still prevalent across the whole country; no vaccine was available yet. We made
arrangements to meet all our family on Boxing Day at Overton but very close to Christmas the
announcement was made that get-togethers would only be allowed on Christmas Day thereby scuppering
our arrangements. On Christmas day one daughter was committed to her husband’s family on that day.

Not to be beaten we agreed that she would come to Basingstoke ahead of Christmas where we would meet
up at the other daughter’s garage, socially distanced with garage door wide open! To add some festive
spirit the garage had been illuminated with fairy lights but with garage door open. So presents were
exchanged, not opened, waves given with no hugs and after five minutes everyone was on their way again.
Not the usual Christmas ‘blow-out’ but to compensate we all met up in June 2021 for a summer Christmas
which included our son in law this time. A very odd celebration indeed.

Brian Langer



Travel

No traffic............

There was often no traffic on the High Street

Lockdown
Christmas 2020

Richard
Waldram

or on London Road

Holly Foat



You could stand in the middle of the road
between Southington and the village
centre without risk of being run over.

Jane and Ken Mackenzie




Overton’s Train Services

When the government in March 2020 announced the first lockdown everyone bar essential workers was
ordered to stay at home, work from home if possible or be furloughed. Trains continued to run through
Overton for essential workers but most direct services to London Waterloo were curtailed at Basingstoke
necessitating a change of trains. Some peak hour services still ran through to and from Waterloo. Trains
were lengthened to ease social distancing. Mask wearing on trains and on station property was obligatory,
some seats were put out of use to ensure social distancing, food trolley services were stopped and
Overton’s station car park, its overflow sites and Station Hill all became empty of parked cars. Government
subsidies were given to train operators — in Overton’s case South Western Railway — and this situation
continued into 2021. With ‘working from home’ (WFH) becoming very prevalent and even hybrid systems
of allowing two days at home, three days in the office also becoming almost standard for many office jobs it
is possible that train usage for business as opposed to leisure will take a long time to regain pre-covid
usage.

Brian Langer

Train travel for an Essential Worker

| was designated an Essential Worker. | had a letter of permission from my employer to travel in
the course of my duties and use of public transport was essential for this purpose

| continued to commute to London throughout the Pandemic and took some photos of Overton and
Waterloo Railway Stations eerily devoid of commuters.

My normal morning rush hour train from Overton would see 30 or more people boarding.
Throughout the height of the first Lockdown | was usually the only person catching a completely
empty 9 or 12 carriage train.

| had whole carriages to myself in to work and back home again in the evenings. Bliss!

| was concerned that the train might not stop at Overton, as SWT might think no one was
commuting anymore, so | would stick my hand out to alert the driver, as the train approached, that
| needed the train to stop.

Rather like a Request Bus Stop!
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One evening | arrived to catch a train home and
counted only 3 people on the concourse at
Waterloo. It felt apocalyptic

The ‘empty’ concourse at Waterloo Station,
March 2020

Likewise | walked through Covent Garden one evening and it was completely deserted. | felt a slight chill as
| realised | was the only person around other than a security guard.

Georgina Paul

Local bus operation

It has been said that Covid has had the biggest impact on bus operators (and other sectors of course) since
the second world war.

Stagecoach Bus Operations Manager in Basingstoke

Managing a short break in between lockdowns - October '20;

We had been unable to travel for our wedding anniversary in July but by September parts of the hospitality
industry were able to offer guests some semblance of a break. We managed to book a self catering place
in west Dorset — hotels and B&Bs were still mainly shut — which allowed us a very pleasant time exploring
the western area of my home county. The weather was mixed and the infection rates from covid were
rising again with a further lockdown (no 2) anticipated at any time. We fed ourselves via the local shops
and mixed with others only outside. So a very different break from our usual holidays but we considered
ourselves fortunate to have got the break in when we did.

Brian Langer



Overton Parish Council

The new Parish Council year started in April 2020 with the country in its first ‘lockdown’ - whatever that was going to
mean. Would it last one month, three months or a year? None of us knew. The Parish Council was responding where
it could, partnering with different organisations to help as many people as needed it. We were able to receive grants
on behalf of volunteer groups and hand over the funds as they needed them. Parish Councillors grappled with the
technology of Teams and Zoom meetings, but there were advantages with more members of the public being able to
join from the comfort of their own homes.

Local government guidelines advised against distributing paper copies of News
and Views, so in May we produced our first ever electronic-only copy. So many people helped each other during
lockdown and our local business really stepped up to the mark. One example of this (and there were many) was that
Marc at The Greyhound used up all his food stocks to make meals that were given to the elderly and vulnerable in
the village. My 95-year-old mother in law was very impressed with his beef casserole!

A downside was that we were required to close the children’s playground at
Edward Kersley playing field. Luckily, as the risks of outdoor transmission of the virus were better understood, we
were able to open the playground later.

As we moved into summer, printed copies of News and Views were once again
delivered to every house in the village. With many more people taking their daily exercise it was noticed that more
litter was being left on the streets so we organised an extra litter pick in July and again the following March.

January to March 2021 saw a new lockdown in place but it was decided that
News and Views could still be delivered by taking sensible precautions but Parish Council meetings continued online.
The Council carried on its business as usual throughout this time. ‘Think 30mph’ signs were placed at all entrances to
the village when it was noted many car drivers were still driving too fast.

In June 2021 we were told that we were not allowed to hold meetings online
but we still had to adhere to social distancing measures with limits on the number of people meeting indoors. As if
we were being told that we had to hold a face-to-face meeting but few could attend! Not a great day for common
sense and democracy. The only way we could resolve this was by holding our meeting on line and then ratifying any
decisions made at the next meeting in July. So it was with smiles all round when Parish Council meetings returned in
person on in July 2021: 16 months had passed since we held a Parish Council meeting sitting in the same room. We
had to limit the numbers to 20 but to be back as a ‘proper’ meeting felt very good.

A good outcome from the pandemic was more proof of what we already knew
— that, when there is a problem, Overton people come together to solve it and support one another. As a Parish
Council we need to support this community spirit in all the ways at our disposal.

Anne Phillips, Chair, Overton Parish Council

Churches

St Mary’s Church

On March 15™ 2020 St. Mary’s had its last regular church service before ‘lockdown’ struck. It felt rather surreal as we
gathered in church doing what we would normally do but knowing that everything was about to change. Added to
that we had no idea what these changes were going to look like and how they would affect us!

The following week all churches, along with every other business, shop and hospitality venue closed its doors to the
public. We had to think on our feet fast. Our services moved on-line and regular weekly bulletins were sent out to
members of the congregation from the Rector and others - most noticeably our church administrator, Ruth Williams
- keeping people both spiritually fed and also aware of how the latest ongoing developments would impact us as a
church.
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We had discovered a system that worked and whenever we were locked down from March 2020 to March 2021 this
was our tried and tested method of worship. In time we also added ‘Zoom Coffee’ to the menu which gave those
who wanted it the opportunity to meet and chat on-line from 11am every Sunday.

St Mary’s goes online April 2020

Of course, we weren’t locked down all the time. Initially our church buildings had to remain closed but as the weeks
went by they were then allowed to open for people to have their own times of private prayer. The church was open
every day of the week and a number of people used this time to meet with God privately. During the summer of
2020 things eased further and from July to October we had a short service (30-45 mins) in church every Sunday
evening at 6pm. This complemented the morning on-line service which continued as normal. It meant that people
then had options and for those who wanted to meet others (at a distance of course!) the evening service provided
that opportunity. From Easter 2021 we then moved back to the mornings.

However, even when in the building, things were still very different to normal. Administrator, Ruth, and others
worked incredibly hard to re-arrange the church building in keeping with the on-going regulations. Hand sanitiser
was positioned strategically. Red and white building tape marked off the areas where people were not allowed to sit.
A one-way system was introduced with signs on the pews and markings on the floor. Every other pew in the main
body of the church was decommissioned so as to allow for appropriate space and distance between people. All
hymnbooks and bibles were removed so as to avoid unnecessary touch. Service orders were collected in boxes at the
end of every service and then quarantined in the vestry for the next week. Masks had to be worn in church, the bells
could not be rung, and there was no singing allowed. That was the thing people seemed to miss most. We did our
best, though. Initially we used CD music and then in time we were allowed small groups of up to 6 singers to sing for
us even if the wider congregation was still not allowed. Holy Communion, of course, had to be radically readjusted.
There was no more sharing of the peace and certainly no more sharing of the common cup! Instead the Rector took
a sip of wine on behalf of everyone and then duly administered the communion wafers (Communion ‘in one kind’ as
it’s called) by taking it to people in their pews — wearing a face mask and with sanitised hands of course!

In adversity so many kind people seem to rally round and offer their services when needed. This was certainly the
case for us with Darren Wingham using all his Overton TV expertise to help us live-stream a short remembrance
Sunday service to the village and then again filming carol singing with a small number of socially distanced singers
which was then shared on Facebook and other platforms.



Even if our Sundays were now very different we were still able to
come up with a pattern and format that worked for us. Sadly the same
could not be said for those wishing to have their children baptised, or
for couples looking to get married, or for families grieving the loss of
loved ones. Weddings and funerals were particularly hard hit with
numbers limited to either 15 or later, 30 people able to attend.

Many wedding couples hastily re-arranged their service, sometimes
having to do that again as the pandemic wore on and grieving families
gathered quietly in church only too aware of the many others who
would have wanted to be there with them if only they could. These
were difficult things to observe and take on board. One felt it acutely
for those unable to give their loved ones the send-off they deserved. A
number of wedding couples did still go ahead with their service even
with minimal numbers and actually there was a beauty and
uniqueness to these weddings that will remain a strange highlight in
the midst of such dark and difficult times. A sense that love still wins,
perhaps.

7 Outside the building we did what we could to keep the flag
flying and people’s spirits up. The ‘tree of hope’ was one
such example. People were invited to write a message or a
prayer on a ribbon and tie it onto the tree in the front of
the churchyard. Literally hundreds of ribbons appeared
and it was so encouraging to see as the gloomy winter
lockdown of 2021 slowly ran its course. Likewise, other
signs of hope appeared throughout the pandemic. The
wooden NHS rainbow that was put up on the bank in the
first lockdown, the nativity figures that appeared on the
bank at Christmas and were so well received as were the
Easter crosses continuing to shine a message of hopein a
difficult and dark time.

Another achievement we were able to celebrate was being able to run a risk-assessed, socially distanced holiday club
for children in August 2020. Amelia Delbridge led it beautifully and it was a real joy to think that even in adverse
circumstances we were able to put on an event that 30 or so children could enjoy. Ultimately, of course, the church
is the people and not the building and throughout the pandemic Home Groups continued to meet (on-line mainly)
and the Tuesday morning Zoom Prayer meeting was a regular event. People looked out for each other and the non-
on-liners were always given hard copies of sermons and other relevant materials so they could still feel in touch.

On my study wall | have the saying ‘This too shall pass’ printed out in bold print. In July 2021 the bells were able to
ring again and singing resumed in church. After 16 months these felt like small but significant victories and well

worth celebrating.

Revd James Russell (Rector, St. Mary’s, Overton)

Churchwarden Memories

When Covid appeared in the UK in March 2020 | really thought it would not be a problem and life would
continue as usual at church and in Overton. Little did | realise that the church service on 15th March 2020
would be the last for some time. From 22nd March onwards recorded services were the norm, with Prayer
meetings, PCC, Home Groups etc meeting on this new medium.. Zoom! | had never used Zoom before but



it was amazing how we soon got used to it and it's still in use over a year later. Church had to be locked
and nobody could enter until restrictions were eased in June, for churches to open daily for individual
prayer. Then our church cleaner had to sanitise the pews etc daily but there were no actual services in
church again till July. But the numbers allowed were limited to 50 and social distancing and mask wearing
had to be introduced.

The worst part for me was, and still is, that we weren't allowed to sing in church...but could hum behind
masks! Very few children came and there were no children's groups. .However, in August, we did have a 4
day Holiday Club for children which was well received but tricky because of social distancing. During Holy
Communion we were only allowed to have the bread, a wafer, not the wine. | found these rules very
irritating as St Mary's is a big, airy church, well ventilated etc. and | thought some of the rules were too
strict.

The hardest thing about Lockdown at church has been not meeting people face to face, not having any
groups meeting in church rooms, not being able to sing, apart from a small group of up to 6, not having a
coffee after church etc...But the advantages are that all meetings have been on Zoom, no driving,
everything taking less time and less people needed for rotas etc.. But of course, the real losers were those
who didn't have access to the internet as they were very isolated. Recently, our Rector Rev James Russell,
has introduced singing outside church at the end of the service so that we could all join in. This has been a
great idea and also a good witness to the football teams playing on the sports field over the road! What has
been amazing is that, although we haven't been able to meet as often in the church building, many more
people are watching on line services and accessing new kinds of worship, joining Alpha courses on Zoom.

God is at work but using the media to share His message of love and forgiveness.

Alison Peters, Church Warden

A few reflections by a Rectors Wife, St Mary’s Church Overton

In the early part of 2020 when we were starting to hear about a new virus that had been found in China, |
remember being shocked that the Chinese authorities had tried to silence the doctors who first realised
there was evidence of a new disease and their efforts to learn about it and contain it.

By February 2020 | was starting to wonder if this was going to become a problem, and ordered some
surgical face masks on Amazon, just in case. By the end of February going into March, Italy was in a
lockdown, and it became inevitable that people on skiing holidays in Italy at half term were going to bring
the virus back to this country.

In the middle of March, the government asked for social distancing to be implemented and workers to
work from home and by March 26™ we were in our first national lockdown.

A meeting was called at the end of March between various members of the Overton community, churches,
council and local businesses. | wasn’t present but heard later that day that ‘Overton Cares’ was started
with the aim to help neighbours look out for each other with shopping and prescriptions during the first
lockdown. Vulnerable people and the elderly were being advised to keep in their houses and so there was
a need to provide assistance. Overton Cares requested for volunteers on Facebook who could help the
neighbours in their streets and form a WhatsApp group, where requests for help could be shared out with
all the volunteers for that street. The appeal for volunteers was successful and about 200 came forward.

| had been furloughed from my job at a pre-school and offered to help with Overton Cares and so spent the
first few weeks of April entering the names of all those who had volunteered into a spread sheet. | then



grouped volunteers with others from their street or ones near them, so they could form a WhatsApp
group, to help a particular road or group of roads. Each volunteer required emails with more information
about the role of Street Volunteer and who was the Lead Volunteer for their road/s. | liaised with Ginnie
Cates as to how Overton Cares was run day to day and fielded ongoing emails from Street Volunteers and
other related enquiries, such as putting people in touch with their Street Volunteer. There were also a
number of emails that arrived with generous offers of help such as the Greyhound Pub and the Red Radish
company giving away warm food, Wilson’s Greengrocers giving fruit and vegetable baskets, daffodils on
offer, people willing to give lifts and collect shopping from Tesco’s, as well as giving their time to help in
whatever way was needed. There was a lot of goodwill, and neighbourliness, as people realised it was a
difficult time, we were all going through.

Stories soon started to come in about Street Volunteers helping their neighbours and how much the
service they were providing was appreciated. And we heard of people enjoying getting to know their
neighbours and wanting to keep these contacts going even after the pandemic.

The next initiative ‘Lockdown Larder’ started in response to concern that Overton people may struggle
financially as a result of job losses and reduced income caused by the pandemic, the Lockdown Larder
providing non-perishable food. We found the Basingstoke Voluntary Action group had money allocated to
community groups like ours, which could fund this initiative and so the Lockdown Larder was started in
May 2020 in the Red Lion Pub. It later moved to St Mary’s Hall and has provided free weekly food for local
people until June 2021, again with the glad and willing help of volunteers, which has been so appreciated.

| went back to work in June and was unable to continue to help with emails as before, however Ginnie
Cates continued running Overton Cares and the Lockdown Larder (as well as Freggies — providing a food
delivery to families in the summer school holidays) and she has conscientiously carried on the day to day
running of Overton Cares since then. Her commitment from having the initial idea of Street Volunteers
forming Whatsapp groups to do errands for their neighbours, to being responsible for Overton Cares,
Lockdown Larder and Freggies has been immense, and she deserves a particular mention. Her care,
devotion and attention to detail has been much appreciated by all involved.

It seems right to mention the ‘Tree of Hope’ as well. As the new year of
2021 began with another lockdown, | was aware that it was a difficult time
when many people were worried about the second wave of the
coronavirus and our churches were shut. As a result, | started the Tree of
Hope on afir tree in front of St Mary’s Church and encouraged anyone in
the community to put a ribbon on the tree and say a prayer for a loved
one or situation. Over the following weeks many people came to tie a
ribbon on and it became decorated with ribbons of all colours. It seemed
to be a spiritual focus for the residents of Overton and provided comfort
that God was with us at this time and heard our prayers.

The vaccine was being rolled out in the UK as 2021 progressed giving great reassurance that we now had some
protection from the virus and a light at the end of the tunnel of this year of pandemic. It’s been impressive how the
vaccines were developed so quickly, and how the NHS staff and volunteers vaccinated so many people so quickly.
Hopefully we are coming through this pandemic now and will start to return to a more normal way of life.

Annabel Russell, June 2021



From a retired Minister

Since retiring in 1996 and moving to Overton years | was licensed to take services for Winchester Diocese
through the Diocesan Registry as well as Christian fellowship in the Parish of Overton. | went to some 70
Parishes in North Hampshire and also started a Family Service and Annual Blessing Service at the little
Church of St. Nicholas Freefolk.

In the last few years | have taken regular services at both the Kingfisher Centre and at Town Mill but these
have stopped during Covid. | have however had permission to take Communion to the housebound, not
many have made use, but | have done to a few regularly once a month. | was allowed to give both the
bread and the wine in separate small glasses!

The time of lockdown was very difficult last year with the church actually closed by order. | was relieved
that this did not happen this year despite the second wave of Covid B. During these periods Zoom has been
a priority for Weekly prayer and Christian fellowship each week. At times the services have taken place
whenever possible inside the church and Hymn singing with a small choir inside in which | am active, and
outside in the church yard at the end of service where it is possible now for all to join in. At the end of last
year when we reopened the church, our Rector James and myself took part in a short service of
rededication of the church informally. Since then the church has been open for private prayer with the
normal Pandemic rules. We now await full opening we hope in July.

Retired Minister, Revd. Ken Bell - June 2021

Children and Older people

Brownies

Well, who would have thought that we would all come to rely on technology as much as we have due to a
little virus with a nasty big kick!!

We at the 2" Overton Brownies had heard it was just like the flu and not to panic so we carried on and just
checked if anyone had been in touch with anyone who had been to any foreign countries or China. Lucky
for us no one had and as our policy is if you feel ill please don’t share it and stay at home. How innocent it
now seems in the reality of what has happened to us all in the last 16 months with people close to us dying
and really suffering from Corona Virus.

Well after we were all told to lock down we did just that and did not visit the poor Town Meadow Hut for
over 3 months, but | kept in touch via our face book page sporadically but just to keep everyone up to date
on what we were thinking.

After the initial lock down we decided to still carry on with our badge work via our face book page so each
week we put a challenge for the week on there and hoped that it would give the Brownies a way of feeling
they still belonged and that the world might have gone mad but we were trying to keep somethings in
perspective.

This worked very well for a term and then the Guiding Headquarters had been given the gift of zoom
licences for guiding units to use and we had to apply for one, well we got one and that was another thing for
me and the guiders who help run the unit to learn, but we got it working and then had to plan what we were
going to do! So | went around to all the Brownies houses and rang the bell and left a letter and paper work

on the doorsteps and ran away and got the information to everyone of what we were planning to do.



Believe me it is so much easier doing brownies in a building with all the equipment and items we need to
hand, we invented some new games and adapted some old ones to be done on the tele!! We still wore our
uniforms and sang our opening song and closed with Brownie bells as it was a proper Brownie meeting and
we felt standards should be kept as this would help the Brownies and also the new Brownies who had
joined in lock down. So we started working on a new badge, the space badge so we called ourselves the
Space Brownies and most of our Brownies joined us on line but of course some Brownies where not happy
to do on line which is fair enough, we all had to get used to seeing ourselves on the screen in sometimes a
not flattering way! we were pleased with ourselves but we all decided that an enrolment had to be done
for several of our new Brownies as we really were not sure when we would be able to meet face to face
safely and we didn’t want anyone to feel left out. So off | went again door to door with the appropriate
badges and notes and plans about the enrolment ceremony on line and rigged up the unit flag with
cellotape and string behind me in my conservatory so it was official and we did the enrolment on line with
the mums kindly helping put the badges on their daughter’s sashes, which was a first for us! That went well.

Then | dressed up as an elf and delivered Christmas goody bags for all the Brownies we then through the
kindness of the Overton Gallery were able to purchase mugs cheaply so we could give out a mug and mug
cake mix and make a cup cake on line and have a sort of Christmas party.

At this stage | had very safely been to the hut to get badges and various craft items out of our cupboard
and taken them around but keep doing it bit by bit was time consuming and really we were only really
supposed to go out if it was absolutely necessary, so we came up with the idea of giving each brownie a
craft bag with all the items we had down the hut and then the Guide leader Karen Elliott and myself came
up with the idea to do craft bags to give out to the children of the village through the Overton larder, as all
the items in the cupboards in the hut were sat doing nothing!

The craft bags proved a great idea and because we all had the same sort of items we were able to increase
our ideas. We are still doing very well although we have decided not meet face to face until the schools
stop having children in year bubbles.

But we are all looking forward to going back hopefully in the September term 2021 but we are so pleased
we were able to keep going for the duration of covid and keep brownies active.

Michelle Le’'warne Brownie Guider 2™ Overton Brownies 11/6/2021

Holiday Club

An achievement St Mary’s Church was we able to celebrate was being able to run a risk-assessed, socially
distanced holiday club for children in August 2020. Amelia Delbridge led it beautifully and it was a real joy
to think that even in adverse circumstances we were able to put on an event that 30 or so children could
enjoy. James Russell, Rector

Other Children’s activities

Overton Primary School children told us that they played cards and ball games and exercised with
family, read more books, played outside a lot, and did a lot of baking in the free time when not at
school...........



Kingfisher Day Centre

All Elderly Peoples’ Day Centres had to close right at the beginning of the lock down. There were two immediate
problems arising from this. In the first place there were a few clients who had absolutely no other support available.
In the second place, closure meant that the Centre had no income but still had the same outgoings, mainly staffing
costs. If nothing else had happened the Centre would have run out of money by the summer, leaving just enough to
cover statutory redundancy payments and outstanding bills, before closing down permanently. Not proceeding with
the planned purchase of a badly needed no mini-bus would have given a little leeway, but would only have held off
closure by a few weeks. There is very little chance that the Centre would ever have opened again. However the
Government Furlough Scheme made it possible to continue to pay most of the staff to stay at home and other grants
covered most of the running costs which still accrue when the Centre is closed, so that when it opened again the
Centre was able to carry on.

A closed Centre still needs to be managed, if only to deal with the work caused by making and recouping payments
under the furlough scheme and all the other financial work necessary to claim and administer the various support
grants. So two members of staff worked throughout the closure, and this enabled the Centre to provide at least
basic care for a few particularly vulnerable clients at home.

When restrictions started to lift the Centre re-opened, gradually, at one point operating effectively as two or three
Centres, with a small number of clients kept completely separate in different parts of the building, even eating apart.
With stringent hygiene precautions, the virus was kept at bay, although the Centre later had to close again for a
couple of weeks when one of the staff contracted the virus and the rest were “pinged” on their mobile phones which
had been kept together in the office even though their owners stayed apart.

Adrian Lewis Chair of Trustees

Tuesday Lunch Club, Care and Nursing Homes

From Autumn 2019 the world changed — Covid arrived and quickly became a pandemic. The whole world was
affected — everyone has their story. 2020 was not a good year.

My wife Margaret has been afflicted with vascular dementia for more than two years. Our “Kingfisher Day Centre”
has given us wonderful support — a local Charity with dedicated staff led by Nicola and Kim. Margaret enjoyed her
days at her “Laverstoke Club” and on Tuesdays the Community Centre Luncheon Club as well which has provided a
home cooked meal for over 20 years — particularly for those on their own. At present it is led by June Ferris and her
team of wonderful volunteers. Who would have thought that both the Kingfisher Centre and the Luncheon Club
would have to close for so long?

Margaret was also supported by the County-sponsored “Allcare” Staff who came every morning and evening. We
thank all the girls, (especially our local Kirsty) — unsocial hours 365 days a year — it’s more than a job —it’s a vocation
that deserves to be valued and respect by all of us.

There was a certain inevitability of the next stage of Margaret’s dementia and on August 10", 2020 (the day before
our 64" Anniversary) we were separated. Margaret went to her “Holiday Home” — the Wessex Nursing Home in
Whitchurch. It is a happy home with caring, cheerful “Nurses”. They also deserve to be valued and respected.

But there was a problem. Covid meant no visits - only weekly phone reports, Lockdown and repeated “Room
Isolation” and all this time | was housebound under strict “Shielding”.

Time went by and as Christmas approached Margaret’s natural cheerful and appreciative disposition failed her and
for nearly three weeks a cloud came down and she refused all help, medication, food and drink. As a last resort my
youngest daughter, Susan, asked if we could meet Margaret in “The Pod” at the Nursing Home (with no PPE) on
January 6% for tea and sandwiches — the answer to our prayers. Margaret enjoyed them. Next — a phone call:



Margaret was eating again and smiling — always with a “Yes please” and a “Thank you” to all the Nurses —the cloud
had lifted as though nothing had happened!

Covid cuts off contact with family and friends and results in the most cruel condition — loneliness — whether at home
or “in a home”. Margaret and | now meet every Wednesday, Friday and Sunday afternoons in our “Summer House”
— (The Pod at the Nursing Home). No PPE! We talk about the days we first met, about our four children Jane, Paul,
Michael and Susan. About Margaret’s Bakery and Sweet Shop (which every Overtonian aged 50 or over will never
forget!!), our life in Overton and our many adventures — all as we look at photos and Margaret’s many paintings.
Margaret can remember and relate to memories of the past but “only in the present”. She smiles and tries to
respond in words — but her smiles say everything “in the moment”. No-one should be denied their memories if only
fleetingly “in the present.”

Brian Wheeler, June 2020

Meeting Point

Meeting Point is a group for the over 70s in the village, mainly for those who live alone. We get together for
friendship, support, a bit of fun and tea and cake.

Meetings are in the afternoon on the first Friday of the month in the upper lounge at St.Mary’s Church.

Since the first lockdown in March 2020 we have been unable to meet due to governmental restrictions. We realized
that for older people living alone this could be a very lonely time so we decided to keep in contact by phone. It has
been good to stay in touch this way, making sure that people are well, managing to get shopping delivered through
Overton Cares or family and just to have a good chat.

At Christmas time, knowing that life had been difficult and that we couldn’t celebrate with our usual Christmas tea
and carol singing, we gave each Meeting Pointer a Christmas “box” with a selection of presents.

Now in May 2021, with restrictions easing, we are hoping to resume meetings in August with our usual “strawberry
tea” in a garden and then return to the church lounge from September onwards.

Margaret Elkins



